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August 27, 2021 
 
Dear Dartmouth Public Schools Staff and Families, 
 
As the lazy days of summer come to an end, we look forward to welcoming staff back on Monday, August 30th and all 
students on Wednesday, September 1st. We are pleased that all of our students will be arriving together for full in-
person learning while we acknowledge the fact that the reality of COVID-19 continues to impact us. 
 
On Tuesday, August 24th the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education voted to authorize Commissioner Riley to 
implement a universal masking mandate for students and staff regardless of vaccination status. The mandate will be in 
place until at least Friday, October 1, 2021. A copy of the Commissioner’s mandate can be found here. Per DESE 
guidance, “after October 1, 2021, if a school demonstrates a vaccination rate of 80% or more of students and staff in the 
school, then vaccinated individuals in that school would no longer be subject to the DESE mask requirement. DESE will 
provide additional information to districts in the coming weeks in preparation for the October 1 date, including how to 
demonstrate the 80% vaccination rate threshold.” Please be advised that Dartmouth Public Schools will work with our 
local Director of Public Health to make prudent decisions for our community as we approach the Commissioner’s 
October 1st date. 
 
In response to the DESE mandate, all staff and students, as well as any visitors must wear face masks while indoors in 
one of the school buildings and while riding a school bus. Face masks are not required when outside, during mask 
breaks, while eating or drinking or when working alone in an office or classroom. We would all love to stop wearing 
masks but now is not the time. We will continue to take all precautionary steps to help us keep students in school for 5 
days per week.  
 
In addition to providing recommendations and requirements for school districts’ policies on masking, the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education released new COVID-19 testing and quarantine response protocols for districts. As 
mentioned in a previous correspondence, the district is planning to participate in the statewide Symptomatic Testing 
and Test and Stay program. We are also considering participating in routine COVID safety checks through Pooled Testing 
and lab-based follow-up testing. All staff and students who wish to participate in these options must provide consent 
through a digital system prior to being eligible. Directions on how to submit a consent form will be forthcoming.  
 
• Symptomatic Testing: (when individuals present symptoms while at school; individuals should not go to school if 

experiencing symptoms while at home): Shallow nasal swab samples are collected at school using the BinaxNOW 
rapid antigen test or another approved diagnostic test. 
 

• Test and Stay” (close contact testing): Shallow nasal swab samples are collected at school using the BinaxNOW rapid 
antigen test or another approved diagnostic test. Tests are administered daily from the first day of exposure for 
seven (7) days. 
 

• Routine COVID Pooled Testing and School-Based Follow-Up Testing: Shallow nasal swab samples are collected at 
school and put into a single tube (maximum of 10 samples per tube). If a group tests positive, individual Follow-Up 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2021-0825mask-requirement.pdf


testing with a second sample collection occurs at the school with BinaxNOW and/or individual PCR testing, as 
necessary.  

 
• Routine COVID Pooled Testing and Lab-Based Follow-Up Testing: Shallow nasal swab or saliva samples are collected 

and kept separate before being grouped at the lab. If a group tests positive, individual Follow-Up testing occurs at 
the lab, without a second sample collection. Individual test results are reported to the school. 

We have reviewed DESE’s protocol response guidelines with our nursing department and Dartmouth’s Director of Public 
Health. These protocols provide steps we will take when managing symptomatic and asymptomatic staff or students. 
You can find information on DESE’s guidance here.   

Please note, vaccination status of the person determines which protocol is followed in specific circumstances. Also 
important is that certain people who have been identified as close contacts will be exempt from testing and quarantine 
response protocols. These include:  

• Asymptomatic, fully vaccinated close contacts: Individuals who are asymptomatic and fully vaccinated are exempt 
from testing and quarantine response protocols.  
 

• Classroom close contacts: An individual who is exposed to a COVID-19 positive individual in the classroom while 
both individuals were masked, so long as the individuals were spaced at least 3 feet apart, is exempt from testing 
and quarantine response protocols.  
 

• Bus close contacts: Individuals on buses must be masked according to federal requirements. As such, individuals 
who are masked on buses when windows are open are exempt from testing and quarantine response protocols.  
 

• Close contacts who have had COVID-19 within the past 90 days: An individual who has been previously diagnosed 
with COVID-19 and then becomes a close contact of someone with COVID-19 is exempt from testing and quarantine 
response protocols if:   
 

• The exposure occurred within 90 days of the onset of their own illness AND   
• The exposed individual is recovered and remains without COVID-19 symptoms. 

 
There is no doubt that we will continue to be faced with many challenges. None of us can predict how the virus will 
progress but I can predict with confidence that our district will meet the tremendous difficulty with commitment and 
determination to help each of our students experience success.    

 
Enjoy the last few days of summer break!  
 
Bonny L. Gifford, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/protocols/protocols.pdf

